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Rakkaat sisaret,

lloiset terveiset. Elamme epadvarmoja aikoja, yksindisyyden ja pelon aikoja. Minka puoleen me
kdannymme? Miten |6ydamme rauhan ja lohdun naind epavarmoina aikoina? Rukouspaivan
materiaalipakettimme vastaa naihin kysymyksiin ja suuntaa meidat siihen ainoaan paikkaan, josta
rauha ja lohtu loytyvat. Se paikka on rukous yksin Jumalan kanssa.

Sisareni, meidan tarvitsee olla yhteydessa voiman, lohdun ja rauhan ldhteeseemme, jonka
|oydamme rukoillessamme. Jos tunnet itsesi tyhjaksi, yksinaiseksi, pelokkaaksi, toivottomaksi,
pysahdy siitd mita teetkin juuri nyt, ja etsi Isdasi rukouksessa. Kerro Hanelle, milta sinusta tuntuu,
pyyda Hanta tayttamaan sinut voimalla, rohkeudella, ilolla ja mielenrauhalla. Han vastaa. Niin han
aina tekee.

Muista ndma sanat, jotka I6ytyvat 1. Aikakirja 16:10, 11:
"Kerskatkaa hdnen pyhasta nimestaan!
lloitkoon niiden sydéan, jotka etsivat HERRAA.

Etsikda HERRAA ja hanen voimaansa,

etsikaa alati hdnen kasvojaan.”

lloisesti tervehtien,

fetla, A Fpatt

Heather-Dawn Small
Women's Ministries Director

12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring MD 20904-6600 USA e Office (301) 680 6608 ¢ women.adventist.org
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Kirjoittajasta (englanniksi) - About the Author

Dr. Cindy Tutsch most recently served until retirement as an Associate Director of the Ellen G. White
Estate at the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists in Silver Spring, Maryland, United States
of America. Her position included promoting an enthusiasm and understanding for Ellen White
crossgenerationally. She has been a featured speaker at universities, convocations, Weeks of Prayer,
camp meetings, and pastor-teacher training events in 61 countries—representing all 13
administrative divisions of the Seventh-day Adventist church.

Dr. Tutsch earned the BA in religion from Andrews University, the M.A. in pastoral ministry from
Indiana Wesleyan University, and the doctor of ministry with an emphasis in leadership from the
Andrews University Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary. She has been involved in youth
ministry, teaching, and evangelism for 45 years, as a pastor, Bible teacher, lay ministries coordinator,
television host, literature evangelism leader, and conference youth director. She initiated Youth
Challenge in North America, an evangelistic outreach that uses teens to teach Bible studies and
Revelation Seminars, do service projects for the community, and distribute gospel literature door to



door. She is the recipient of several awards for excellence in ministry and teaching, and was an
honored alumnus of Andrews University.

She is the author of four books, including Ellen White on Leadership: Guidance for those who
influence others, and scores of articles in Adventist publications.

She and her husband, Ulrich, especially enjoy outdoor recreation with their children and
grandchildren.

More at www.cindytutsch.com

Rukousaiheita (englanniksi) - Prayer Focus

As women we are called to pray, and Ellen G. White, a woman of prayer gives us this counsel:

"Pray, yes, pray as you have never prayed before, that you may not be deluded by Satan's devices, that
you may not be given up to a heedless, careless, vain spirit, and attend to religious duties to quiet your
own conscience” (Testimonies for the Church 2:144).

“The idea that prayer is not essential is one of Satan's most successful devices to ruin souls. Prayer is
communion with God, the Fountain of wisdom, the Source of strength, and peace, and happiness”
(Child Guidance, 518).

"We know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. Satan lives, and is active, and every day
we need to cry earnestly to God for help and strength to resist him” (Testimonies for the Church 1:340).

Our focus this year is “Praying in the Last Days.” (suggested quotes, emphasis supplied)

“If Christians would associate together, speaking to each other of the love of God and of the precious
truths of redemption, their own hearts would be refreshed and they would refresh one another. We may
be daily learning more of our heavenly Father, gaining a fresh experience of His grace; then we shall
desire to speak of His love; and as we do this, our own hearts will be warmed and encouraged. If we
thought and talked more of Jesus, and less of self, we should have far more of His presence”
(Steps to Christ, 101).

“Till the conflict is ended, there will be those who will depart from God. Satan will so shape
circumstances that unless we are kept by divine power, they will almost imperceptibly weaken the
fortifications of the soul. We need to inquire at every step, “Is this the way of the Lord?" So long as life
shall last, there will be need of guarding the affections and the passions with a firm purpose. Not one
moment can we be secure except as we rely upon God, the life hidden with Christ. Watchfulness
and prayer are the safeguards of purity” (Prophets and Kings, 83).

“The earnest prayers of this faithful few will not be in vain. When the Lord comes forth as an avenger, He
will also come as a protector of all those who have preserved the faith in its purity and kept themselves
unspotted from the world. It is at this time that God has promised to avenge His own elect which cry day
and night unto Him, though He bear long with them” (Testimonies for the Church 5: 209,210).

"If Satan sees that he is in danger of losing one soul, he will exert himself to the utmost to keep
that one. And when the individual is aroused to his danger, and, with distress and fervor, looks to Jesus



for strength, Satan fears that he will lose a captive, and he calls a reinforcement of his angels to hedge in
the poor soul, and form a wall of darkness around him, that heaven's light may not reach him. But if the
one in danger perseveres, and in his helplessness casts himself upon the merits of the blood of Christ,
our Saviour listens to the earnest prayer of faith, and sends a reinforcement of those angels that excel in
strength to deliver him. Satan cannot endure to have his powerful rival appealed to, for he fears and
trembles before His strength and majesty. At the sound of fervent prayer, Satan's whole host
trembles. He continues to call legions of evil angels to accomplish his object. And when angels, all-
powerful, clothed with the armory of heaven, come to the help of the fainting, pursued soul, Satan and
his host fall back, well knowing that their battle is lost. The willing subjects of Satan are faithful, active,
and united in one object. And although they hate and war with one another, yet they improve every
opportunity to advance their common interest. But the great Commander in heaven and earth has
limited Satan's power” (Testimonies for the Church 1:345, 346).

What do we need for the end time? Based on Joshua’s needs, our prayers should lead us to:

. Expect to hear from God.

. Confess our sins.

. Remember how God has led us in the past.
. Ask for courage and faith.

. Create a relationship with God.

o Plead for the Holy Spirit experience.

o Anticipate the Latter Rain power.

o Prepare for battle with the enemy.

. Listen for God's command.

o Recognize God's voice.

Always remember the six issues that impact women globally and keep them in constant prayer.

1. Abuse

2. Poverty

3. Health

4, llliteracy

5. Workload

6. Leadership opportunities



Huomioita materiaalista (englanniksi) - Program Notes

Please feel free to translate, adjust, and edit the resource packet according to your division’s
needs, including the best Bible version for your use. Also, you are free to adapt the packet
according to your cultural audience. When your division has translated the assigned packet for
French, Portuguese, and Spanish, please send us a digital file to share with our sisters who need it.

Ehdotus jumalanpalveluksen ohjelmasta

Tervetuloa (esim. Psalmin 86 sanoin)

Yhteislaulu (valitse ylistyslaulu)

Pastoraalirukous

Raamatunteksti Joos. 1:7-9

Lastenkertomus (suosittelemme, etts joku jakaa henkilkohtaisen kokemuksen rukousvastauksesta)
Kolehti

Musiikkiesitys

Saarna (Rukoileminen viimeisina paivina)

Yhteislaulu



Saarna
Rukoileminen viimeisina paivina

Kirjoittaja Cindy Tutsch, D.Min.

Joosuan kirja 5:13-15 (Raamattu Kansalle):

Joosuan ollessa Jerikon luona tapahtui, ettd kun han kohotti katseensa, han naki
miehen seisovan edesséan, paljastettu miekka kddessdan. Joosua meni hdnen
luokseen ja sanoi hdnelle: “Oletko sind meikéléisia vai vihollisiamme?”

Mies sanoi: "En. Min& olen HERRAN sotajoukon ylipaéllikké ja olen juuri nyt tullut.”
Silloin Joosua heittéytyi kasvoilleen maahan, osoitti hdnelle kunnioitusta ja sanoi: "Mité
herrallani on sanottavana palvelijalleen?”

HERRAN sotajoukon ylipaallikké sanoi Joosualle: “Riisu kengét jalastasi, silld paikka,
jossa seisot, on pyha.” Ja Joosua teki niin.

Mita jannitteitd! Mooses oli kuollut ja Joosua on nyt Israelin uusi johtaja. Vihdoin on aika
paasta Kanaanin maahan, mutta edessa on yli dyraittensa tulviva Jordan-joki. Jordanin itdisen
rannan puolella on valtava kuiva erdmaa, ja lannen puoleisella rannalla avautuvat Kanaanin
hedelmalliset kumpuilevat kukkulat. Miten Joosua saisi yli miljoona ihmista tulvavaiheessa
olevan suuren Jordan-joen yli?

RAAMATULLINEN KERTOMUS ON KIRJOITETTU OHJEEKSEMME

Paavali kertoo Raamatun kertomusten olevan "kirjoitettu varoitukseksi meille, joille on tullut
maailmanaikojen loppukausi.” (1. Kor. 10:11, RK.) Toisin sanoen Raamatun tarinoista 16ytyy
periaatteita, jotka voivat vahvistaa meitéd hyvin kaoottisina paiving, niin kuin missa nytkin
elamme! Mité periaatteita voimme oppia tasta kertomuksesta koskien rukoilemista viimeisina
paivina?

. Joosua muistaa, mitd Jumala oli tehnyt menneisyydessa erottaessaan
Punaisenmeren vedet.

. Joosua odottaa kuulevansa Herrasta ennen kuin han jarjestaa rajanylityspaikan.

. Joosua johtaa vaen valmistautuessa astumaan luvattuun maahan valtavankokoisen

seurakunnan synnintunnustukseen ja Jumalan tahtoon alistumiseen.



. Joosua ei kiirehdi sotaan aseistettujen miestensa kanssa. Han odottaa, etta Herra
ilmoittaa suunnitelmansa Kanaanin valloittamiseksi.

Joosuan tavoin rukoileminen valmistaa meita vaikeita aikoja varten, kun Jeesus vie meidat
vetten lapija johdattaa meidat luvattuun taivaan maahan. Mutta ennen kuin kdymme lapi tasta
kertomuksesta opittavat nelja asiaa, jotka ovat tarkeitd viimeisina paivina, tarkastellaan koko
tarinaa lyhyesti. Kysymys kuuluu: Kuinka Joosua johtaa Jumalan kansan tulvivan joen yli? Me
saamme selville, etta tassa kriisissad Joosua rukoilee, ihmiset rukoilevat ja papit tottelevat.

Joosua rukoilee sekd odottaa Jumalan vastausta

Mita Joosua tekee tassa kriisissd, kun hanelld ei ole joen ylittamiseen keinoja? Han etsii
Jumalaa rukouksessa, tietenkin! Mutta Joosualle rukous ei ole passiivinen esitys siitd, mité han
haluaa tai edes hanen avuntarpeestaan, niin valttamatonta kuin sen onkin. Joosua on tottunut
astumaan Jumalan lasndoloon rukouksessa aktiivisena kuuntelijana odottaen Jumalan
vastausta. Ja Joosuan darimmaisen hadan hetkelld Jumala vastaa rohkaisten: "Nouse siis nyt
ja mene taman Jordanvirran yli yhdessa koko téman kansan kanssa siihen maahan, jonka mina
annan heille - - Enkd mina ole kiskenyt sinua: Ole luja ja rohkea! Al3 séiky alaka kauhistu, silla
HERRA, sinun Jumalasi on sinun kanssasi, minne ikina kuljetkin." (Joos. 1:2, 9, RK.)

Joosua ei tieda rukoillessaan, kuinka Jumala tekee Jordanin yli kulkemisesta totta. Kuitenkin
uskoen, ettd Jumala valmistaa kulkuvadylan kansalleen, Joosua valmistautuu ylitykseen
lahettamalla kaksi vakoojaa israelilaisleirista Jerikon kaupunkiin, kanaanilaisen sotilaallisen
mahdin linnakkeeseen.

Israelilaiset rukoilevat seka tunnustavat syntinsa ja alistuvat Jumalan tahtoon

Saatuaan myonteisen raportin uskollisilta vakoojiltaan, Joosua kehottaa kansaa pyhittdmaan
itsenséd valmistautuakseen Jumalan tekemaan ihmeeseen (Joos. 3:5, RK). Toisin sanoen
heidan valmistautumisensa olisi syntien tunnustamista toinen toisilleen ja Jumalalle seka
Jumalan kasvojen etsimista henkilokohtaisesti ja yhteisollisesti. Mikaén ei saisi olla heidan ja
Jumalan valiss3, joka tulisi huomenna tekemaan suuria.

Kuinka kallisarvoista aikaa israelilaisilla silloin olikaan yhteyden, rukouksen, synnin
tunnustuksen ja laulun merkeissa! Tuon illan rukouskokoukselle oli varmasti ominaista
parannuksen tekemisen ja ilon kyyneleet, kun ihmiset pyysivat ja saivat anteeksi Jumalalta ja
niiltd ihmisilta, joita he olivat loukanneet.

Joosuan aktiivinen rukouselama ja yhteys Jumalan kanssa virkistda Jumalan kansan vasyneen
uskon! He ilmaisevat halukkuutensa totella Jumalan kaskyja: "Kaiken, minka olet kaskenyt



meidan tehdd, me teemme, ja mihin meidat |dhetatkin, sinne me menemme." (Joos. 1:16,
RK.)

Papit tottelevat seka toimivat uskossa
Aamulla Joosua kaskee Herran kaskyn mukaan pappeja kantamaan liitonarkkua suoraan
raivoavan joen rannalle ja marssimaan veteen. Vakijoukko katselee.

Kun kaikkien liitonarkkua kantavien pappien jalat koskettavat vettd, veden virtaus heidan
toisella puolellaan kaantyy paljastaen kuivan joenpohjan. Papit etenevat juhlallisesti
avautuneen kulkuvaylan keskelle ja jaavat siihen liitonarkun kanssa, jotta koko yli miljoonan
ihmisen kansakunta ovi kavelld lansirannalle. Joosua kaskee heimoja edustavia kahtatoista
miestd ottamaan mukaansa suuren kiven joenpohjasta. Sitten han kaskee liitonarkkua
kantavia pappeja tulemaan maihin. Heti kun heiddn jalkansa koskettavat toista puolta
litonarkun ollessa turvallisesti joen toisella puolella, vesiseina tulvii jokeen luonnolliseen
vaylaansa. "Koko Israel kulki kuivaa my&ten, ja HERRAN liitonarkkua kantavat papit seisoivat
alallaan kuivalla pohjalla keskelld Jordania, kunnes koko kansa oli ehtinyt kulkea Jordanin yli."
(Joos. 3:17, RK.)

OPETUS 1: RUKOUS AVAA JUMALAN SYDAMEN

Rukous ei ollut Joosualle velvollisuuden, rituaalin tai tehtavan tayttamista. Jeesus oli hdanen
Ystavansa, ja Joosua keskusteli saannollisesti hanen kanssaan avaten sydémensa Jumalalle
johdatusta, muuttumista ja yhteyttd varten. Mitd voimme oppia Joosuaa koskevasta
kertomuksesta? Han p&atti nojautua Jumalan opastukseen. Han uskoi lupaukseen (Joos. 1:7),
jonka mukaan han voisi olla Jumalan voimassa vahva, rohkea ja noudattaa uskollisesti Hanen
lakiaan. Han toimi Herran sanan mukaan. Myohemmin Joosua oppii petollisten gibeonilaisten
kanssa kokemansa fiaskon kautta, ettd Jumalan tahdon etsimisen laiminlyémisella voi olla
tuhoisia ja kauaskantoisia seurauksia kaikissa tilanteissa (Joos. 9).

Mika esimerkki meille! Raamattu on tdynna Jumalan lupauksia! Han toivoo meidéan tarttuvan
naihin lupauksiin ja uskovan, etta ne on tarkoitettu myds meille, kuten alkuperaiselle kuulijalle,
ja etta todella voimme odottaa suuria asioita Jumalalta. Voimme rukoilla noiden lupausten
kautta myotatuntoisen sydédmen omaavaa Jumalaamme. Mutta sen sijaan usein painimme
yksin pulmamme kanssa. Kun lopulta annamme taakkamme Jeesukselle ja tunnustamme
uskon kautta, etta Han on kaikkivoipa, kaikkitietava, kaikkia rakastava, voimme voittaa synkat
tuntemuksemme. Voitto on suuri, kun lopulta annamme Jeesuksen olla Herra, ei vain
eldmémme, vaan myds ajatuksiemme Herra!
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Me rukoilemme seka ystavystymme Jumalan kanssa

Viestinta on elintérkeaa ihan kaikissa ihmissuhteissa ja erityisesti se on tarkea suhteessamme
taivaan ja maan Jumalaan. Kylld, Han tietda, mitad ajattelemme, mutta Han kaipaa, etta
kerromme Hanelle suoraan sen, mitad tunnemme.

Kun israelilaiset voitettiin Aissa, Joosua vajoaa kasvoillensa Herran edessa. Huomaa Jumalan
vastaus: "Miksi makaat kasvoillasi?" (Joos. 7:10, RK.) Esittamalla kysymyksen Jumala kehottaa
Joosuaa kertomaan hanelle, mitd hanen sydamessaan on. Tama kutsu kertoa Jumalalle ei
vaadi meiltd saarnaa! Joskus kaikki, mitd katuva syddamemme onnistuu huudahtamaan, on:
"Pelasta minut, Herra, tai mina hukun!" Tallaisen rukouksen Herramme Jeesus kuulee aina ja
lupaa: "Sita, joka tulee minun luokseni, mina en ikina heita ulos.” (Joh. 6:37, RK.)

Oletko  koskaan ollut surullinen kommunikaation puutteesta vuoksi |dheisessa
ihmissuhteessasi? Se voi todella satuttaa. Koska miehet ja naiset on luotu Jumalan kuvaksi (1.
Moos. 1:27), Jumalan sydémeen sattuu, kun emme puhu Hanen kanssaan, tai kun olemme
haluttomia uskomaan, ettd Hanen lupauksensa ovat meita varten. Tiesitko, etta Jumala pyytaa
meitd keskustelemaan Hanen kanssaan kaikesta, mita elamadssamme on? Psalminkirjoittaja
kuvailee sita nain:

Sydameni vetoaa sinun sanaasi:
“Etsikdaa minun kasvojani”,

HERRA, mina etsin sinun kasvojasi.
—Ps. 27:8, RK

Ajattele Jeesusta yhdistavana linkkina itsesi ja Isd Jumalan valilla. Kuvittele, etta Jeesus halaa
sinua yhdelld kadelld ja samalla, kun Han pitda kiinni Adrettéman valtaistuimelle toisella
kadellaan. Miten laheinen, lohduttava kuva Kristuksesta, joka vastaa rukoukseemme.

Et ehk3 heti nde ulkoisia todisteita vastauksena rukoukseesi, mutta voit olla varma siita, ett3
se, mitd Jumala on luvannut, toteutuu, kun sitd eniten tarvitset. Kun tulet Hdnen luokseen
rukouksessa, Han ratkaisee haasteesi juuri oikeaan aikaan ja juuri oikealla tavalla sinun
parhaaksesi. Han on luotettava! Ne, jotka todella ovat yhteydessa Jumalaan ja kuulevat Hanen
aanensa, eivat vain ryntaa rutiinirukouksen lapi kési jo kiireisen elamansa ovenkahvalla, vaan
he viettavat aikaa Hanen lasndolossaan!

Nykymaailmamme kohtaa ennennakemattomia haasteita. Eras vanha virsi alkoi tahan tapaan:
"Jos me joskus tarvitsimme Herraa aiemmin, me todellakin tarvitsemme Hantd nyt!"

! Toim. huom. englanninkielinen kdannés sanoo: “Tule ja keskustele kanssani”, NLT
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Polarisaatio ja  erimielisyydet kohtaavat perheitdémme, seurakuntaperhettdamme,
kansakuntiamme. Tuskalliset tapahtumat vaikuttavat siihen, miten teemme palveluty6ts,
tapaa, jolla todistamme ja evankelioimme. Kuitenkin, kun etsimme Jumalaa, Han auttaa meita
tietdmaan, mita tehda téana katastrofien, ahdistuksen ja ristiriitaisuuksien aikana. Kuinka me
kuulemme, "mita Henki sanoo seurakunnille"? (Ilm. 2:29, RK.) Me etsimme Hanen tahtoaan ja
viisauttaan rukouksen kautta, kiireetta, keskittyneitd, jatkuvasti.

Jeesus rukoilee - Valmistautuminen taisteluun vihollisen kanssa

Markuksen evankeliumi kuvaa Jeesuksen tapoja rukoilla seuraavasti: "Varhain aamulla, kun
vield oli pimead, Jeesus nousi ja lahti autioon paikkaan rukoilemaan" (Mark. 1:35, RK). Jeesus
ei ainoastaan noussut aikaisin aamulla rukoilemaan, joskus Han rukoili koko yon. Luukas
kertoo meille: "Kerran niihin aikoihin Jeesus lahti vuodelle rukoilemaan ja vietti sielld koko
yon rukoillen Jumalaa.” (Luuk. 6:12, RK.) Ennen paivan koettelemusten ja haasteiden
kohtaamista Jeesus rukoili. Jos Jeesus piti tarpeellisena rukoilla jatkuvasti valmistautuessaan
taisteluun Saatanaa ja synnin houkutuksia vastaan, ajattele, kuinka paljon enemman meidan
on vield rukoiltava, koska olemme syntisia, akkipikaisia, kateellisia ja arvaamattomia
kuolevaisia!

Oletko joskus miettinyt, mista |oytaisit Jumalalle puhuessasi, jos rukoilisit koko yon? Tunnettu
hartauskirjailija vastasi tahan kysymykseen talla tavalla:

Kerro tarpeesi, ilosi, surusi, huolesi ja pelkosi Jumalalle. Et voi rasittaa etkd uuvuttaa
hanta. - - Meidan murheemme, varsinkin kun ne puetaan sanoiksi, liikuttavat
rakastavaa Jumalaa. Vie rukouksessa hanelle kaikki, mikad sinua hdammentaa. Mikaan
ongelma ei ole lilan suuri Jumalan, maailmankaikkeuden hallitsijan ja yllapitajan,
ratkottavaksi. Mikdaan ei myoskaan ole vahapatoista hanen silmissaan, jo se vain jollain
lailla koskettaa rauhaamme. Elamamme kirjassa ei ole niin synkkaa lukua, ettei han
haluaisi sitéd lukea. Ei ole niin vaikeaa tilannetta, ettei han osaisi sita ratkaista. Mikaan
onnettomuus ei voi kohdata hdnen vahaisintdkaan lastaan, ei mikdan huoli ahdistaa,
ei mikaan ilo ilahduttaa, eikd mikaan vilpiton rukous kohota huulilta niin, ettei
taivaallinen Isamme sitd huomaisi ja ottaisi sitd heti asiakseen. "Han parantaa ne,
joiden mieli on murtunut, han sitoo heidan haavansa.” (Ps. 147:3.) Jumalalla on
jokaiseen ihmiseen suhde, joka on henkilokohtainen ja yksil6llinen aivan kuin maan
paalla ei olisi ketdan muuta ihmistd, josta han pitda huolta, ei ketddn muuta, jonka
puolesta han olisi uhrannut rakkaan Poikansa.”

—Ellen G. White, Tie Kristuksen luo, s. 98-99.

Paavali muistuttaa meité: "Alkaa olko mistidan huolissanne, vaan kaikessa saattakaa pyynténne
rukoillen ja anoen kiitoksen kanssa Jumalan tietoon, ja Jumalan rauha, joka on kaikkea
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ymmarrysta ylempi, varjelee teidan sydamenne ja ajatuksenne Kristuksessa Jeesuksessa." (Fil.
4:6,7, RK.)

OPETUS 2: RUKOUS JOHTAA SYNNINTUNNUSTUKSEEN JA JUMALAN TAHTOON
ALISTUMISEEN

Osana valmistautumista Jumalan voiman vuodattamiseen Jerikossa ja Jumalan Hengen
vuodattamiseen helluntaina oli parannuksen tekeminen, syntien tunnustaminen sekd Jumalan
ettd toinen toisten tahtoon alistuminen. Voimme myo&s vedota Jumalaan, ettd Han itse tutkii
syddamemme ja nayttdd meille, jos jotain Hantd loukkaavaa on ajattelussamme ja
toiminnassamme.

Tutki minua, Jumala, ja tunne sydameni,
koettele minua ja tunne ajatukseni,

ja jos naet tieni johtavan vaivaan,

ohjaa minun iankaikkiselle tielle.

—Ps. 139:23, 24, RK

Voimme rukoilla perheemme, seurakuntaperheemme ja maamme hallinnon puolesta. Mutta
ehka tarkein Jumalalle tuomamme pyyntd ei koske vain siunauksen “pisaroita”, vaan
ajallemme erityistd Pyhan Hengen vuodatusta, joka tunnetaan nimellda myodhaissade
(kevatsade). Hoosea kuvaa tata:

Tuntekaamme HERRA, pyrkikddmme tuntemaan hanet.

Hanen nousunsa on varma kuin aamurusko,

han tulee meille kuin sade, kuin kevatsade, joka kostuttaa maan.
—Hoos. 6:3, RK

Hoosea kayttda maanviljelykseen liittyvaa esimerkkid sateesta havainnollistamaan Pyhan
Hengen ty6ta viimeisina paivina. Kun maasta nouseva kaste ja sade saavat viljelijan kylvamat
siemenet itdmaan, saa sade sadon kypsymaan.

Rukoile - Pyhan Hengen kokemisen pyytiaminen

Kristillisessa kokemuksessamme ei kuitenkaan ole mitéan jarkea, mikali luovumme Jumalan
Hengen avusta. Jumalan armotyn loppuun saattaminen meissa riippuu taysin Pyhan Hengen
erityisesta vuodattamisesta. Henki muuttaa téysin luonteemme Kristuksen kaltaiseksi.

Voisimme verrata varhaissadetta (syyssade) apostolien aikana tapahtuneeseen Pyhan
Hengen vuodatukseen helluntaina (Ap. t. 2). Kun nuo miehet ja naiset rukoilivat yhdessa
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yldhuoneessa, tuliset kielet laskeutuivat heidan paélleen taivaasta ja antoivat heille kyvyn
saarnata ja opettaa hyvaa uutista silloisen tunnetun maailman aariin.

Mutta sita tapahtumaa edelsi runsas rukoilu! Heti Kristuksen taivaaseen astumisen jalkeen
Luukas kirjasi, etta opetuslapset "olivat alati temppelissa ja ylistivat Jumalaa." (Luuk. 24:53,
RK.) Viisikymmenta péaivaa Kristuksen taivaaseen astumisen jéalkeen Luukas kertoo meille:
"Kun helluntaipaiva oli tullut, he olivat kaikki yhdessa koolla." (Ap. t. 2:1, RK.)

Me rukoilemme - Odotamme myé6hdissateen voimaa

Téana paivana, kun odotamme innokkaasti Hengen tulemista myohaissateessa, mekin
hylkdamme kaikki erimielisyydet, halun olla itse ensimmaisia ja rukoilemme yhdessa
ykseydessa ja rakkaudessa. Silloin Pyhan Hengen mydhaissade tekee meille kaiken sen, mita
Han teki helluntain aikaan, ja vielakin enemman! Tama erityinen hengellisen armon vuodatus
valmistaa meitd edessamme olevien koettelemuksia varten. Sen lisdksi, ettd myohaissade
antaa todistamiseemme voimaa, se my0s vahvistaa meita viela vaivalloisia aikoja varten, jotka
odottavat Jumalan kansaa ennen Jeesuksen tulemista.

OPETUS 3: RUKOUS PARANTAA MUISTAMISTA

Kun israelilaiset ylittivat Jordan-joen, papit olivat vield keskelld jakautunutta jokea, valtava
ihmisjoukko katselee kahtatoista miestd, yhta jokaisesta Israelin heimon edustajaa, joista
jokainen kantaa suuren kiven joenpohjasta rannalle.

Kaksitoista kived perustettiin muistomerkiksi Jumalan hdmmastyttdvan ihmeen muistoksi.
Vanhempia neuvotaan kertomaan yha uudelleen lapsilleen ja lapsenlapsilleen tata
hammastyttavaa tarinaa siitd mahtavasta tyosta, jonka Jumala teki kansalleen. Joka kerta, kun
tarina toistetaan, lasten ja heiddan vanhempiensa usko vahvistuu.

"~ - niista tulisi muistomerkki teidan keskellenne. Kun lapsenne vastaisuudessa
kysyvat, vastatkaa heille: “Sita, ettd Jordanin vesien virtaus katkesi HERRAN liitonarkun
edessa, kun se kulki virran poikki. Jordanin vesien virtaus katkesi, ja siitd nama kivet
ovat israelilaisille ikuisena muistona.”

—Joos. 4:6, 7, RK

Me rukoilemme - Muistamme, kuinka Jumala on johtanut meita

Millainen vaikutus on elamallesi silla, ettéd pohdiskelet tunnin tai kaksi ja alat samalla rakentaa
omaa muistojen alttariasi? Enta jos kirjoitat muistiin kaksitoista asiaa, joissa Herra on tehnyt
suuria hyvaksesi ja kerrot niista myds perheellesi ja ystavillesi? Kuten Israelin kansankin, mekin
voimme pystyttaa kivia todistukseksi - muistaaksemme -mieleemme ja kirjoittaa sydamiimme
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kallisarvoisia kertomuksia siitd, mitd Jumala tekee puolestamme. Kun tarkastelemme, kuinka
Han toimii kanssamme meidan pyhiinvaellusmatkallamme, voimme julistaa kiitollisuudesta
sulanein sydamin: "Milla mina korvaan HERRALLE kaikki hédnen hyvat tekonsa minua kohtaan?"
(Psalmit 116:12, RV.)

Taman elaman koettelemukset koettelevat uskoasi - joskus ankarastikin. Noina paivina - kun
olet hukkua haasteisiin, esteisiin, sydansuruihin tai jopa vakaviin murheisiin, mieti sita
muistomerkkia, jonka rakensit muistuttamaan Jumalan uskollisuudesta sinua kohtaan. Toista
mielessasi itsellesi, kuinka Jumala on johtanut sinut tahan saakka - ja ylistd Hanta jokaisesta
muistokivesta. Anna noiden kivien muistojesi salissa muistuttaa sinua siitd, ettd Jumala on
pelastanut sinut iankaikkisuutta varten. Koska Han on ollut uskollinen lupauksilleen tahéan
saakka, voit olla tadysin varma siitd, ettd Han pitda lupauksensa tulla takaisin ja ottaa sinut
mukaansa sinne, missa han on, jotta sindkin voit olla siella (Joh. 14:3).

OPETUS 4: RUKOUS ANTAA JUMALALLE MAHDOLLISUUDEN PALJASTAA
SUUNNITELMANSA

Tarina Joosuan johtajuudesta Jordan-joen ylittéamisen jdlkeen opettaa meille edelleen
rukouksesta. Israelilaiset ovat tulleet Kanaaniin kuivaa maata pitkin joen vesien jakautuessa,
mutta he eivat ole viela valloittaneet sitd. He tietavat kovin vahan sodankaynnista. Sita vastoin
Kanaanissa asuu vakevia sotureita, jotka tuntevat maansa hyvin ja ovat innokkaita
puolustamaan sita kaikin voimin rautaisten hevosten vetamien taisteluvaunujensa kanssa.

Viidennessd Mooseksen kirjassa 9:1 todetaan, etta kanaanilaisilla “on suuria, taivaaseen asti
linnoitettuja kaupunkeja” (RK). Valtavien linnoitusten tarkoitus oli pelotella tunkeilijoita.
Kanaanilaiset heimot yhdistyivat yhteiseen tarkoitukseen - voittamaan heprealaiset, jotka
selvasti aikoivat saada maan haltuunsa.

Joosua tarvitsee apua ja tietdd, mistd sen |6ytaa. Poistuessaan leirista han kdantyy Herran
puoleen rukouksessa. Yhtakkia Joosuan eteen ilmestyy mahtava Soturi, joka on pitk3,
aseistettu ja kunnioitusta herattava. Saikahtényt Joosua haastaa: "Oletko meidén
puolellamme vai meitd vastaan?" On mielenkiintoista, ettd Soturi, joka osoittautuu itse
Herraksi, ei samaistu kumpaakaan ihmisjoukkoa vastaan, vaan asettaa itsensa kaikkien maan
asukkaiden vylapuolelle sanomalla yksinkertaisesti: "Mind olen HERRAN sotajoukon
ylipaallikko." (Joos. 5:14, RK.) Herra muistuttaa Joosuaa, kuten Han oli tehnyt vuosia aiemmin
Moosekselle, ettd maa, jolla Joosua seisoo, on nyt pyha. Joosua lankeaa kunnioituksesta
kasvoilleen ja palvoo.
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Joosua rukoilee - Jumalan kaskyn kuunteleminen

Joosua ei tule Herran luokse suunnitelman kanssa Jerikon vangitsemiseksi. Han ei pyyda
kumileimasimen kaltaisesti annettua hyvaksyntaa. Han haluaa vain tietdd Jumalan tahdon.
"Silloin Joosua heittaytyi kasvoilleen maahan, ja osoitti hanelle kunnioitusta ja sanoi: "Mita
herrallani on sanottavana palvelijalleen?" (Joos. 5:14b, RK.)

Kuinka usein tulemmekaan Herran eteen ennakkoon tehdyn suunnitelman kanssa, meilla on
pyyntojen ostoslista tai ideoita siitd, kuinka suoritamme tehtavamme, jotka sitten toivomme
Jumalan hyvaksyvan! On harvinaista langeta kasvoilleen maahan Jumalan edessa
taydellisessa kunnioituksessa ja alistua kaikkeen, mitd Han voisi kaskea!

Mutta kertomuksemme muuttuu viela epatavallisemmaksi. Jumala hahmottelee ihmisen
nakokulmasta mieltd hammentévan strategian: Joosua ja kaikki hdnen taistelijansa maarataan
marssimaan aanettomana Jerikon kaupungin ympari kerran péivassa kuuden paivan ajan, ja
jokaisen kerran tapahtuvan marssin jalkeen sotilaiden on yksinkertaisesti palattava leiriin.

Kun Joosua jatkaa Herran kuuntelemista, seitsemadnnen paivéan ohjeet ovat varmasti
kuulostaneet vielakin oudommilta. "Marssi kaupungin ympari seitseman kertaa, jokainen mies
puhaltakoon pasuunaan. Kun kuulet pappien puhaltavan oinaansarviin pitkdan, huutakoot
kaikki ihmiset niin kovaa kuin vain voivat. Sitten kaupungin muurit romahtavat, ja voitte
rynnata suoraan kaupunkiin." (mukautettu Joos. 6:4, 5, RK.)

Miten olisit vastannut naihin ohjeisiin? Olisitko tarayttanyt: "Mika suunnitelma joutua pilkan
kohteeksi! En koskaan pysty vakuuttamaan miehiani tekemaan tallaista!" Raamattu kuitenkin
kertoo meille ytimekkaasti, kuinka Joosua vastasi: "Ja Joosua teki niin." (Joosua 5:15b, RK.)

Lopputulos on tietenkin juuri sellainen kuin Jumala oli sanonut. Jerikon muurit murtuivat,
Israelin joukot ryntdavat kaupunkiin ja tuhoavat sen asukkaat. Herran sana toteutuu. Joosuan
usko ja kuuliaisuus palkitaan.

Me rukoilemme - Autamme tunnistamaan Jumalan dédnen

Tallaista rukouksemme tulee olla ihmiskunnan historian viimeisten paivien epavarmuuden ja
haasteiden aikana. Meilla on oltava syva ja elava kokemus Jumalan kanssa, jolloin voimme
kuulla ja tunnistaa Hénen danensé seka toteuttaa Hanen tahtonsa riippumatta siitd, kuinka
odottamattomia nuo ohjeet ovat tavalliselle tavallemme ratkaista ongelmia.

Rukous on taivaan suunnitelma menestya! Sydéamenpohjasta lahtevat rukouksemme hadéassa
ja uskossa saavat Jumalan toimimaan! Opetellaan rukoilemaan. Rukoillaan paljon enemman
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kuin aiemmin. Odotetaan suuria asioita Jumalaltamme, joka on tdynna myé&tatuntoa ja armoa.
Rukoillaan uskossa ja jatetaan loput Jumalalle.

Pian ja hyvin pian uskon rukouksemme Jumalalle tulevat muuttumaan ylistykseksi Jumalalle,
jonka saamme nahda ikuisuuksien ajan kasvoista kasvoihin.

"Katso, HERRA, meidan Jumalamme, on nayttanyt meille kirkkautensa ja suuruutensa, ja
me olemme kuulleet hdnen danensa tulen keskeltad. Téna paivana me olemme néhneet,
ettd Jumala puhuu ihmisen kanssa ja kuitenkin ihminen jaa henkiin!”
-5. Moos. 5:24, RK
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Saarna (englanniksi) - Sermon

Praying in the Last Days
By Cindy Tutsch, D.Min.

Joshua 5:13-15, NIV

¥ Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a
drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”
'““Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD | have now come.” Then Joshua
fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his
servant?”

'>The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

Imagine the tension! Moses had passed away, Joshua is now the new leader of Israel, and it is finally
time to enter Canaan. But the rushing waters of the Jordan River stand formidably between the
eastern shore, beyond which lay the vast arid wilderness, and the fertile rolling hills of Canaan to the
west. How will Joshua to get more than a million people across the great Jordan River in its flood
stage?

BIBLICAL NARRATIVE IS WRITTEN FOR OUR INSTRUCTION

Paul tells us that biblical narratives are “written down for our instruction, upon whom the end of the
ages has come” (1 Corinthians 10:11, RSV). In other words, the stories of the Bible can provide
principles that can help keep us strong for the very chaotic days in which we are currently living!
What principles can we learn about prayer in the last days from this narrative?

. Joshua remembers what God had done in the past, when the waters of the Red Sea parted.
. Joshua expects to hear from the Lord before he organizes the crossing.

. Joshua leads the immense congregation in confession and submission as preparation for
entering the promised land.

. Joshua doesn't rush to war with his armed men. He waits for the Lord to reveal His plan for

conquering Canaan.

Praying like Joshua will prepare us for the time of trouble when Jesus takes us through the waters
and leads us into the promised land of heaven. But before we unpack these four lessons in the
narrative that are important to for us in the last days, let’s quickly review the story. The question is,
How will Joshua lead God's people across the river in its flood stage? We will find out that in this
crisis Joshua prays, the people pray, and the priests obey.

18



Joshua Prays—-Expecting to Hear from God

What does Joshua do in this crisis of not having transportation for crossing the river? He seeks God
in prayer, of course! But for Joshua, prayer is not a passive recital of his wants or even his need of
guidance, essential as that is. Joshua is accustomed to entering God's presence in prayer as an
active listener, fully expecting to hear from God. And in the hour of Joshua's extreme need, God
speaks words of encouragement: “Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people,
to the land which | am giving to them . . . . Have | not commanded you? Be strong and of good
courage: do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go”
(Joshua 1:2, 9, NKJV).

When Joshua prays, he does not know how God is going to make the passage across the Jordan a
reality. Nevertheless, in faith that God will make a way for His people, Joshua begins preparing for
the crossing by sending two spies from the Israelite camp to the city of Jericho, a stronghold of
Canaanite military might.

The Israelites Pray—Confessing and Submitting

Upon receiving the positive report from the faithful spies, Joshua instructs the people to sanctify
themselves in preparation for the wonder that God would work for them (Joshua 3:5). In other
words, their preparation was confessing their sins to each other and to God. They were to seek
God's face individually and corporately, allowing nothing to stand between them and the God
Whom they believed would do great things tomorrow.

What a precious time of fellowship, prayer, confession, and song the Israelites must have had! That
evening’s prayer meeting surely was characterized with tears of repentance and tears of joy as the
people asked for and received forgiveness from those they had wronged as well as from God.

Joshua's life of active prayer and communion with God energizes the flagging faith of God's weary
people! They express their willingness to obey the commands of God: “All that you command us we
will do, and where you send us we will go” (Joshua 1:16 NKJV).

The Priests Obey—-Acting on Faith
In the morning, directed by the Lord, Joshua commands the priests to bear the ark of the covenant
right down to the bank of the raging river and march into the water. The multitude watches.

When all the feet of the ark-bearing priests touch the waters, the tide of water on one side suddenly
sweeps back. As the current flows onward on the other side, the riverbed becomes bare and dry.
The priests advance solemnly toward the center of the channel and remain there with the ark, while
the entire nation of more than a million people walk to the western side. Joshua commands twelve
men representing the tribes to carry a large stone out of the riverbed. Then he commands the
priests bearing the ark to come ashore. The moment their feet touch the other side, when the ark is
safely across the river, the wall of water floods the natural channel of the river. “Then the priests who
bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all
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Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely over the Jordan”
(Joshua 3:17, NKJV).

LESSON ONE: PRAYER OPENS THE HEART TO GOD

Prayer was not a duty, a ritual, or a task for Joshua. Jesus was his Friend, and Joshua regularly
conversed with Him, opening his heart to God for guidance, transformation, and fellowship. What
can we learn from Joshua’s story? He chose to lean on God's instruction. He believed the promise
(Joshua 1:7) that through God's strength he could be strong, courageous, and faithfully observe His
law. He acted on the Word of the Lord. Later Joshua learns through the debacle with the deceitful
Gibeonites that neglect of seeking God's will in every circumstance can have devastating and far-
reaching consequences (Joshua 9).

What an example for us! The Bible is bursting with the promises of God! He longs to have us grasp
these promises, believe that they are intended for us as well as for the original hearer, and truly
expect great things from God. We can pray those promises right back to God’s compassionate
heart. But instead, we wrestle alone with our dilemmas. When we finally give that burden over to
Jesus, recognizing by faith that He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving, we can triumph over our
dark feelings. It's a large victory when we finally allow Jesus to be Lord, not just of our lives, but also
of our thoughts!

We Pray-Creating Relationship with God

Communication is vital in any relationship and, especially, in our relationship with the God of heaven
and earth. Yes, He knows what we are thinking, but He longs for us to tell Him directly what we are
feeling.

When the Israelites are roundly defeated at Ai, Joshua falls on his face before the Lord. Notice God's
response: "Why are you lying on your face like this?” (Joshua 7:10, NLT). By asking the question,
God invites Joshua to verbally share with Him what is on his heart. This invitation to share doesn’t
require us to preach a sermon to God as our response! Sometimes all our repenting heart can
manage to cry is “Save me, Lord, or | perish!” Such a prayer will be heard always by our Lord Jesus
who promises, "He who comes to Me | will never cast out” (John 6:37, MEV).

Have you ever felt saddened by a lack of communication in a close relationship? It can be hurtful.
Since men and women are created in God'’s image (Genesis 1:27), it also hurts the heart of God
when we neglect to talk with Him, when we are reluctant to believe His promises are for us. Did you
know that God asks us to discuss everything about our lives with Him? The Psalmist describes it like
this:

My heart has heard you say, ‘Come and talk to me,’
And my heart responds, ‘Lord, | am coming.’
—Psalm 27:8, NLT
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Think of Jesus as the connecting link between yourself and God the Father. Imagine Jesus hugging
you with one arm, while He grasps the throne of the Infinite One with His other arm. What an
intimate, comforting picture of Christ responding as we pray.

You might not immediately see outward evidence of the answer to your prayer, but you can be
assured that what God has promised will be realized when you need it most. When you come to Him
in prayer, He will solve your challenges at just the right time and in just the right way for your best
good. He is trustworthy! Those who truly commune with God and hear His voice don't just rush
through a routine prayer with one hand on the doorknob of their busy lives, they take time to be in
His presence!

Our world today faces unprecedented challenges. An old hymn began, “If we ever needed the Lord
before, we sure do need Him now!” Polarization and divisions face our families, our church families,
our nations. Painful events impact the way we do ministry, the way we witness, and evangelize. Yet,
when we seek God, He will help us know what to do in this time of calamity, distress, and conflicting
claims. How do we “hear what the Spirit says to the churches?” (Revelation 2:29, NKJV). We seek out
His will and wisdom through prayer, unhurried, undistracted, prevailing prayer.

Jesus Prays—Preparing for Battle with the Enemy

Mark’s gospel describes the prayer habits of Jesus: “Now in the morning, having risen a long while
before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed” (Mark 1:35,
NKJV). Not only did Jesus get up in the early morning hours to pray, sometimes He prayed all night.
Luke tells us: “Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God"” (Luke 6:12, NKJV). At the top of His day, before meeting its
trials and challenges, Jesus prayed. If Jesus found it necessary to pray continually in preparation for
battle with Satan and temptations to sin, imagine how much more we need to pray, being sinful,
short-tempered, jealous, and unpredictable mortals!

Have you wondered sometimes what you would find to talk to God about if you prayed all night? A
well-known devotional writer answered that question this way:

Keep your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and your fears before God. You cannot
burden Him; you cannot weary Him. . .His heart of love is touched by our sorrows and even
by our utterances of them. Take to Him everything that perplexes the mind. Nothing is too
great for Him to bear, for He holds up worlds. He rules over all the affairs of the universe.
Nothing that in any way concerns our peace is too small for Him to notice. There is no
chapter in our experience too dark for Him to read; there is no perplexity too difficult for Him
to unravel. No calamity can befall the least of His children, no anxiety harass the soul, no joy
cheer, no sincere prayer escape the lips, of which our heavenly Father is unobservant, or in
which He takes no immediate interest. ‘He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their
wounds.’ Psalm 147:3. The relations between God and each soul are as distinct and full as
though there were not another soul upon the earth to share His watchcare, not another soul
for whom He gave His beloved Son (Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ,100).
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Paul reminds us: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6 ,7, ESV).

LESSON TWO: PRAYER LEADS TO CONFESSION AND SUBMISSION

Part of the preparation for the outpouring of God's power at Jericho and God's Spirit at Pentecost
included repentance, confession, and submission—to God and to each other. We can also plead with
God that He Himself will search our hearts and show us if anything offensive to Him lingers in our
thinking and acting.

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
Try me, and know my anxieties;

And see if there is any wicked way me,
And lead me in the way of everlasting.
—Psalm 139:23, 24, NKJV

We can pray in intercession for our family, our church family, our government. But perhaps the most
important petition we can bring to God is asking not just for sprinkles of blessing but pleading for
the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, known as the Latter Rain, for our time. Hosea describes
this:

Let us know,

Let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD.

His going forth is established as the morning;
He will come to us like the rain,

Like the latter and former rain to the earth.
—Hosea 6:3, NKJV

Hosea uses the agrarian example of rain to illustrate the work of the Holy Spirit in the last days. As
the dew and the rain causes the farmer’s seeds to germinate, so the rain prepares the crops for the
harvest.

Pray-Pleading for the Holy Spirit Experience

Although there is no point in our Christian experience when we can dispense with the help of the
Spirit of God, the completion of God’s work of grace in our souls is completely dependent on the
special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit who will wholly transform us into the likeness of
Christ in character.

We could compare the early rain to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the days of the apostles at
Pentecost (Acts 2). When those men and women prayed together in the Upper Room, tongues of
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fire descended upon them from heaven and enabled them to preach and teach the Good News with
great to the far reaches of the then-known world.

But that event was preceded by lots of prayer! Immediately following Christ's Ascension, Luke
records that the disciples “were continually in the temple praising and blessing God" (Luke 24:53,
NKJV). Fifty days after the Ascension, Luke tells us, “They were all with one accord in one place”
(Acts 2:1, NKJV).

We Pray—Anticipating the Latter Rain Power

Today, as we eagerly anticipate the coming of the Spirit in Latter Rain power, we too will put away all
differences, all desire for “first place” and pray together in unity and love. Then the Latter Rain of the
Holy Spirit will do for us all that He did at Pentecost, and even more! This special outpouring of
spiritual grace will prepare us for the trying events ahead. Not only will the latter rain empower our
witness, but it will also strengthen us for even more troubling times which await the people of God
before Jesus comes.

LESSON THREE: PRAYER BUILDS REMEMBRANCE

After the Israelites cross the Jordan River, with the priests yet remaining the middle of the parted
river, the vast congregation of people watch twelve men, one from each tribe of Israel, and each
man carries a large stone from the riverbed to the shore.

The twelve stones are set up as a monument to commemorate God's astounding miracle. Parents
are instructed to repeat to their children and grandchildren the amazing story of the mighty work

God performed for His people. Every time the story is repeated, the faith of the children as well as
their parents will be strengthened.

“This [will] be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, 'What do
these stones mean to you?’

“Then you shall answer them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the
covenant of the Lord: when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.
And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel forever” (Joshua 3:7, 8,
NKJV).

We Pray—-Remembering How God Has Led Us

How will it affect your life if you take a reflective hour or two to begin building your own altar of
remembrance? What if you write down twelve times when the Lord has done great things for you
and share the stories with your family and friends? As with the people of Israel, we can set up stones
of witness—remembrance—in our minds, and inscribe upon our hearts the precious stories of what
God does on our behalf. As we review His dealings with us in our own pilgrim journey, we can
declare out of hearts melted with gratitude, “What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits
toward me?” (Psalm 116:12, NKJV).
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Trials of this life will test your faith—sometimes severely. On those days—when you are overwhelmed
with challenges, obstacles, heartaches, and even tragedies, look back at the memorial you built in
memory of God's faithfulness to you. In your mind repeat to yourself how God has led you thus far—
and praise Him for each stone. Let those stones in memory’s hall remind you that God has saved
your life for eternity. Because He has been faithful to His promises in this life, you can be utterly sure
He will keep His promise to come again and receive you unto Himself, that where He is, there you
may be also (John 14:3).

LESSON FOUR: PRAYER ALLOWS GOD TO REVEAL HIS PLANS

The story of Joshua’s leadership after the crossing of the Jordan River continues teaching us about
prayer. The Israelites have entered Canaan on dry ground, through the parted waters of the river,
but they have not conquered it. They know little about warfare. In contrast, Canaan is inhabited by
powerful warriors who know their country well and are eager to defend it with all their might and
with their iron horse-drawn battle chariots.

Deuteronomy 9:1 states that the Canaanite “cities [were] great and fenced up to heaven” (KJV). The
formidable fortresses meant to intimidate any intruder. The various Canaanite tribes united in a
common purpose—to defeat the Hebrews who clearly intended to gain possession of the land.

Joshua needs help and he knows right where to find it. Leaving the encampment, he goes to the
Lord in prayer. Suddenly, a mighty Warrior, tall, armed, commanding in demeanor, appears before
Joshua. Startled, Joshua challenges, “Are you for us, or against us?” Interestingly, the Warrior who
turns out to be the Lord Himself, doesn't identify against either group, but puts Himself above all the
inhabitants of the earth by stating simply, “l am commander of the Lord’s army” (Joshua 5:14). The
Lord reminds Joshua, as He had done years before with Moses, that the very ground on which
Joshua stands is now holy. Awestruck, Joshua falls on his face and worships.

Joshua Prays-Listening for God’s Command

Joshua doesn’t come to the Lord with a plan for the capture of Jericho. He doesn’t request approval
with a rubber stamp. He simply wants to know the will of God. “At this, Joshua fell with his face to the
ground in reverence. 'l am at your command,” Joshua said. ‘What do you want your servant to do?"”
(Joshua 5:14b, NLT)

How often we come before the Lord with a preconceived plan, a shopping list of requests, or ideas
of how to accomplish a mission that we're hoping God will approve! To fall face down before God in
total reverence and submission to anything He might command is rare!

But the story becomes even more unusual. God outlines a mind-boggling strategy for a human.

Joshua and all his fighting men are directed to march silently around the town of Jericho once a day
for six days, and after each singular march, the soldiers are simply to return to the camp.
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As Joshua continues listening to the Lord, the instructions for Day 7 must have sounded even more
bizarre. “March around the town seven times, each man blowing a ram’s horn. When you hear the
priests give one long blast on the rams’ horns, have all the people shout as loud as they can. Then
the walls of the town will collapse, and the people can charge straight into the town” (adapted from
Joshua 6:4, 5, NLT).

How might you have responded to those directives? Would you have sputtered, “What a recipe for
mockery! I'll never convince my men to do such a thing!” The Bible tells us succinctly just how
Joshua responded, "And Joshua did as he was told” (Joshua 5:15b, NLT).

The outcome, of course, is exactly as God predicted. The walls of Jericho fall, the men of Israel
charge into the city, and annihilate its inhabitants. The Word of the Lord comes to pass. Joshua’s
faith and obedience is rewarded.

We Pray-Helping Us Recognize God's Voice

This is how our prayer must be in the uncertainty and challenges of the last days of human history.
We must have a deep and living experience with God that will enable us to hear and recognize His
voice and carry out His commands, no matter how unexpected those directives are to our usual way
of problem solving.

Prayer is heaven’s plan for success! Our heartfelt prayers of need and faith move God to action! Let's
learn how to pray. Let's pray much more than we have in the past. Let's expect great things from our
God of compassion and mercy. Let's pray in faith and leave the results with God.

Soon and very soon, our prayers to a God we see only through the eye of faith will become praise to
a God we can see face-to-face, for all eternity.

“Look, the Lord our God has shown us his glory and greatness, and we have heard
his voice from the heart of the fire. Today we have seen that God can speak to us humans, and yet
we live!” (Deuteronomy 5:24, NLT).

--End of sermon--
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Seminaari (englanniksi) - Seminar

Why Prayer Matters
By Cindy Tutsch, DMin

[PowerPoint slide numbers are listed at beginning of these paragraphs.]

1 What should be the focus of our prayers in these Last Days? As we see the urgency of the times in
which we live, what should be praying about?

2 What was Jesus' favorite topic? Love? The Kingdom of God? Forgiveness?

3 "Christ, the Great Teacher, had an infinite variety of subjects from which to choose, but the one
upon which He dwelt most largely was the endowment of the Holy Spirit" (Selected Messages 1:
156). Certainly, then, our first priority should be to receive the Holy Spirit.

4 The Bible compares the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the apostolic church at Pentecost to the
early rains. Just before Jesus comes His Spirit will be poured out again. This is the Latter Rain, the
special outpouring of God's Spirit on His people to prepare them for the time of trouble and to give
them power to witness for His name.

5 This experience is described in Hosea 6:3:
"Let us know,

Let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD.

His going forth is established as the morning;
He will come to us like the rain,

Like the latter and former rain to the earth."

6 We can pray for our church, that it will be united in mission, purpose, and love, while recognizing
that the whole church will never be revived. “Are we hoping to see the whole church revived? That
time will never come. There are persons in the church who are not converted, and who will not unite
in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter upon the work individually. We must pray more and talk
less” (Selected Messages 1: 122). What else can we pray for in these last days? Certainly, our
governments,

7 the leaders of our nations.
8 Paul says, "l urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made
for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all

godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior...” (1 Timothy 2:1-3, NIV). We can
also engage in intercessory prayer for the salvation of our families, and of our friends and neighbors.
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9 "Why do not two or three meet together and plead with God for the salvation of some special one,
and then still another?” (Testimonies for the Church 7: 21).

10 “...prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock heaven’s storehouse, where are treasured the
boundless resources of omnipotence...” (Steps to Christ, 94, 95).

11 And | love this passage on prayer written by a 19" century visionary: “Keep your wants, your joys,
your sorrows, your cares, and your fears before God. You cannot burden Him; you cannot weary
Him. He who numbers the hairs of your head is not indifferent to the wants of His children. . .The
relations between God and each soul are as distinct and full as though there were not another soul
upon the earth to share His watchcare, not another soul for whom He gave His beloved Son.” (Steps
to Christ, 100).

12 What about intercessory prayer? What can we learn about praying for those especially close to
our hearts?

13 How often have our hearts been cheered, our spirits uplifted, our courage strengthened

14 by the simple words “I'll be praying for you!” And yet how easy it is to say those words with good
intentions

15 and then to go on our way and forget our promise.

16 "Let us...pray for one another, bringing one another right into the presence of God by living
faith” (White, Review and Herald, 28 August 1888).

17 God wants us to pray for specific persons—neighbors, friends...”Begin to pray for souls; come
near to Christ, close to His bleeding side. Let a meek and quiet spirit adorn your lives, and let your
earnest, broken, humble petitions ascend to Him for wisdom that you may have success in saving
not only your own soul, but the souls of others” (Testimonies for the Church 1: 513).

18 Is it easy to pray for others? “Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy” (Psalm 126:5). Let's talk
about praying for our own children. Here is a precious promise for parents...

19 "Do not be afraid, for | am with you. | will gather you and your children from east and west and
from north and south. | will bring my sons and daughters back to Israel from the distant corners of
the earth” (Isaiah 43:5, 6, NLT).

20 But now the Lord says, “Do not weep any longer, for | will reward you. Your children will come
back to you from the distant land of the enemy” (Jeremiah 31:16, NLT). The distant land of the
enemy is a symbol of our children who are in Satan’s playgrounds, far from the safety of the kingdom
of grace. God's promise is for them!
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And though this picture illustrates the joy of parents at the resurrection who have lost children in

death, | think the text also describes the joy of parents who receive their children back from spiritual
death.

21 Another beautiful promise: “Look and see, for all your children will come back to you. As surely as
| live,” says the Lord, “they will be like jewels or bridal ornaments for you to display. For | will fight
those who fight you, and | will save your children” (Isaiah 49:18, 25b, NLT)

22 Do we quit praying for our children when they turn 187 “If parents would feel that they are never
released from their burden of educating and training their children for God, if they would do their
work in faith, cooperating with God by earnest prayer and work, they would be successful in
bringing their children to the Saviour” (Signs of the Times, 9 April 1896).

23 How intense should we be? How intense was Jesus? He says, “I will search for my lost ones who
strayed away, and | will bring them safely home again. | will bind up the injured and strengthen the
weak” (Ezekiel 34:16).

24 Paul reminds us, “Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we
do not lose heart” (Galatians 6:9).

25 Listen to parts of a letter Ellen White wrote to her husband in 1876:
Dear Husband:

“Last night | visited Edson. . . | talked with him plainly but kindly, but his feelings were very strong
that he had been [wronged]. . . | prayed over Edson, but his heart seemed unbroken. | then decided
to spend the night in prayer, for our help could come from God alone. | had prayed five times and
Edson four. The last time he broke all to pieces. He made an entire surrender to God and such
earnest pleadings and entreaties | have seldom heard. He then prayed again and again, and
seemed to be in agony of spirit, confessing his wrongs, broken in spirit, his tears freely mingled with
his prayers.

26 "The room seemed to be lighted up with the presence of God. . . Salvation indeed had come to
that house. He then accompanied [me] home. | did not sleep much last night and feel worn this
morning, but very thankful that we broke through the cloud of darkness last night and obtained the
victory.

27 "l was determined not to give [up] the struggle till victory came. | never saw Edson so deeply
moved before and so sensible of his danger and weakness. . . | had spent many hours in prayer to

God for Edson before | visited him. . .”

Yours with love,
Ellen
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(Manuscript Release, vol. 8, 29)

28 "It is Christ who melts the hearts of our children, not our nagging or scolding or lecturing.

After you have done your duty faithfully to your children, then carry them to God and ask Him to
help you. Tell Him that you have done your part, and then in faith ask God to do His part, that which
you cannot do” (Child Guidance, 256).

29 "He is pleased with the faith that takes Him at His word. The mother of Augustine prayed for her
son’s conversion. She saw no evidence that the Spirit of God was impressing his heart, but she was
not discouraged....

30 “She laid her finger upon the texts, presenting deep humiliation, her earnest importunities, her
unwavering faith, prevailed, and the Lord gave her the desire of her heart. Today He is just as ready
to listen to the petitions of His people....

31 "His hand is not shortened that it cannot save, neither His ear heavy that it cannot hear;” and if
Christian parents seek Him earnestly, He will fill their mouths with arguments, and, for His name’s
sake, will work mightily in their behalf in the conversion of their children” (Testimonies for the Church
5:322,323).

32 "Your compassionate Redeemer is ready to hear your prayers and to render you the assistance
which you need. He knows the burdens of every mother's heart and is her best friend in every
emergency....

33 "His everlasting arms support the God-fearing, faithful mother. . .He sympathizes with every
Christian mother in her cares and anxieties....

34 [The Savior] “is woman's best friend today and is ready to aid her in all the relations of life”
(White, Adventist Home, 204).

35 “No work can equal that of the Christian mother. . . How often will she feel her burden's weight
heavier than she can bear; and then how precious the privilege of taking it all to her sympathizing
Saviour in prayer! ...

36 “She may lay her burden at His feet and find in His presence a strength that will sustain her and
give her cheerfulness, hope, courage, and wisdom in the most trying hours....

37 "How sweet to the careworn mother is the consciousness of such a friend in all her difficulties! If
mothers would go to Christ more frequently and trust Him more fully, their burdens would be easier”

(Adventist Home, 204).

38 What will be the parents’ reward? “With joy unutterable, parents see the crown, the robe, the
harp, given to their children. The days of hope and fear are ended. The seed sown with tears and
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prayers may have seemed to be sown in vain, but their harvest is reaped with joy at last. Their
children have been redeemed” (Child Guidance, 569).

39 That special outpouring of the Holy Spirit that we all need, that we must have before Jesus
comes, will not happen without prayer and lots of it! Imagine a global chain praying for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. It's already happening! Are you part of it? Did you know that for
several years Seventh-day Adventists have been praying 7 days a week at 7 AM and 7 PM around
the world? Wherever you are, whatever you're doing, | invite you to join them!

40 And when Christ has won the battle in our hearts, in the hearts of our children, in the hearts of our
neighbors and neighbors, what then? When we've said our last prayer, shed our last tear, what then?

“There are homes for the pilgrims of earth. There are robes for the righteous, with crowns of glory
and palms of victory. All that has perplexed us in the providences of God will in the world to come
be made plain. The things hard to be understood will then find explanation. The mysteries of grace
will unfold before us. Where our finite minds discovered only confusion and broken promises, we
shall see the most perfect and beautiful harmony. We shall know that infinite love ordered the
experiences that seemed most trying. As we realize the tender care of Him who makes all things
work together for our good, we shall rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory” (Christian
Experience and Teachings of EGW, 235.1).

May we all pray much more—as individuals, as families, as a church family! As we come into
fellowship with Jesus through prayer, we will know and trust Him in deeper ways which will
strengthen us for whatever challenges lie ahead. God bless you!

--end of seminar--
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